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Compared with 
May 1944 June 1943 


Bank Lebits +-13,9% “+ 48.9% 
Reteil Sales ~—~ 4.5 — 0.7 
Building Permits —~- 27.4 —- 57.4 
Lumbor Production (weekly averege) i/ ~+- 16.3 fh 0.5 | 
Gasoline Sales —~ 3,4 — 8.1 
Ordinary Life Insurance Sales — 2 +. 8.0 


Five Business Failures for June Five Failures One Failure 
(38,000) ($331,000) (.3109,000) 


Vy Western Oregon and Western ‘asnington 
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THE ASTORIA POSTWAR DEVSLOPFENT PROGRAR 
Walter iW, Underwood, Managing Secretary, Astoria Chamber of Canmerce 


Realism is perhaps the keynoteof Astoria's postwar plan. The plan, in fact, 
is ncthing more nor less than an enlarced Chamber of Commerce development program, 
to be inaugurated not necessarily when the war is won but as soon as production 
restrictions will permit. It is our contention that any such program, in order 
to bo effective, must be simple enough to be understood by all persons partici- 
pating in it. 


Don F. itchell, the president of the Astoria Chamber of Commerce,’ has been 
appointed by the mayor as chairman of Astoria's Postwar Development Committes. The 
socrotary of the Chambcr of Commerce will also act as cxecutive secretary of the 
committce, The general committee, in addition to the chairman and secretary is 
made up of representatives of labor, the city, the county, the Port of Astoria, the 
County Planning Commission, and the city school board. The Chamber of Commerce is 
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carrying the bulk of the executive load, but the activities will encompass a broader 
field than normal Chamber of Commerce activity, The group has been officially named 
by the mayor and is authorized to act as the official policy-making groupfor the city. 


The first step in activating Astoria’s plan was a study of contingencies which 
will probably arise as the city reconverts to a peacetime economy, Many of these 
contingencies will occur prior to the end of hostilities but are nevertheless a part 
of postwar planning. In one instance such a contingency has already arison, with 
the completion of the Maritime Commission contract with the Columbia River Packers 
Association shipyard, Other probable contingencies are the reduction of Navy payrolls 
and personnel in the area; the pyramiding demand for consumer goods by persons who 
havo sct aside substantial savines, and will be able to replace outworn or outmoded 
articles and ourchase other articles not previously within thcir means; a buildixg 
and remodellins p:ogram, now held up because of priority restrictions, to enable 
Astoria businessmen to re-enter many abandoned peacetime fields; renewed tourist 
trade, which was the third-ranking industry from a dolar value storcpoint in Astoria 
before the war, but which is practically dormant for the duration; the ebsorption of 
returnins scrvicenen into industrios; the releasing of government controls, such as 
pricritics and rationing, 


Don F, Hitchell, the comittee chairman, is approaching the probiem from the 
realistic position that there will be in the postwar world opportuity for a high 
stendard of living for a normal nopulation in Astoria. He nes erp.sessed himself 
as being unwillinz to create work in order to hoid a population which could not 
enjoy the high standard of living resulting fron produetive activity. 


Astoria's program is based on the conviction that postwar planning should not 
ercate work but should assist the returning scrvicemen and the demobilized industrial 
worker to find the act*vity to which he is suited with a minimum of confusion and 
delay. It is felt that the Astoria plan will assist the civic ieaders in holding 
a larror measure of local control ovor the government of the community. A well 
articulated plan will be a ro~-enforcemont of tho froceenterprise system in the 
community, 


The committee has decided that the Astoria plan will have four aims: (1) to 
aid in the placement of returninz servicemen; (2) to aid in the absorption of de- 
mobilizei war workers; (3) to endeavor to increase normal payrolls; (4) to endeavor 
to spi.caa the tax burden nore equitably. In order to accompiish these four aims, the 

eneval plen hes been broken down into three major departments: (1) “work pile;" 
2) industrial expansion; (3) public works, 


The werk pile project will require a grea* amowmt of research, Many local indus- 
trices are Olfulsd un maiing survevs of their own ani tne resulsing information will 
be coiss.idutea tn the sarerel workepile survey, The ourosse of this project is 
large Ly to Aacsure a stcneap period of emplo:mers ead simultaneously assist local 
business in a rapid reconversion to peacetine esonomy, In the wor’ pile will be 
listod both permanent and temporary cmployment of all types. All information will 
bs sollected which will be of assistance in the repair and rorovation of businesses 
preneretory to tnoir re-ertry into peacetime pyrsvits. Efforts will be made to stim- 
ulate privatc construction cf hones and busizers ani recr mtional facilitios, A 
search will be made fer sourses of new prodssts and cornsnier gonis. A concerted 
drive will bo mado to brceaden the trading aznd <2strzbut.on area, Such efforts will 
include the zoning of parking lots, modernization of ciorcs, and the planning of new 
rocroational dovolopments. Plans for a renewod activity in tourist attraction will 
be made; Astoria will as carly as possible after thu war sponsor a Rogotta and Salmon 
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Derby program, In short, the work-pile project will act as a catchall for a myriad 
of more or less important activities, all of which will produce some measure of em- 
ployment immediately available as demobilization progresses, 


The second, and without doubt the most important, phase of postwar development, 
is the industrial expansion program, In Astoria another note of realism has boen 
struck in planning for industrial expansion. The Chamber of Commerce has long been 
engaged in a study of the basic resources and possibilitics for industrial devolop- 
mont, based not upon a catch-asecatch-can system of scarching for industrial projects 
but upon an effort to secure those industrics which will readily adapt thomscelves 
to the resources of the areca, The industrial-cxpansion project will includo both 
efforts to acquiro now industrics and efforts to cxpand existing industries, Already 
steps are going forward to expedite the research for new products and fields for the 
fishing industry, which is Astoria's No. l producer, The Chamber of Commerce, the 
city and county governments, and the packing industry are cooperating fully in these 
efforts, Hany of the resources of Astoria are common to the Lower Columbia River-- 
cheap power, water transportation, lav-cost waterfront property, accessibility to 
timber, and similar assets. Exploration of industrial possibilities based on these 
resources is being carried on by the committee, Thc newer industries--light metals, 
plastics, dehydration, freight aviation, and other recently developed possibilities-- 
are also being investigated, The subsidiary industries based on fishing, lumbering, 
and agriculture are receiving the largest share of attention. The research procedure 
is to first detcrmine the industrics which will prove to be lucrative and then to 
consider ways and means of financing and cstablishing such industrics, It is bclioved 
by the committooc that an industrial program which can be proven to be profitable in 
theory will attract its own capital, and that such a program is a surer means of 
securing additional payrolls than tho old system (or lack of it) of searching for a 
capitalist with an industrial idoa and pursuading him to make our city his head- 
quartcrs.e 





Every effort has been made to reduce emphasis on public works as a component 
of postwar prosperity. The committee has stipulated that all proposed public works 
must produce such a countervailing revenue locally thatexpenditure of public funds as 
a capital investment will be amply justified, No public works will be considered 
which do not produce wealth as well as temporary employment, Among such proposed 
justifiable public works is a mooring basin for the Astoria fishing fleet, which 
will return additional revenue to the fishermen and to the packing industry, and 
indirectly to the community, many times larger than the capital investment required. 
The county is incorporating in the plan many market roads and bridges, and consider- 
able repair of county propertics and equipment which have necessarily been retarded 
becauso of priorities, The state will bo expected to contribute its share of public 
works through the eight-point highway program which has been proposed to the State 
Highway Commission, and which is designed to make Astoria more accessible to its 
trading area and more attractive to the tourist. Federal public works will provide 
a minor increase in dollar volume. The Federal program consists largely of plans _ 
for the disposal or maintenance, without wasto or disregard for the national security, 
of such cstablishments as the Naval Air Station at Tonguc Point, the Clatsop Air 
Ficld, the Coast Guard Base, the Naval Hospital now under construction, the Naval 
Station at the port docks, and the Army's establishment at Fort Stevens, 








In conclusion, it should be cmphasized again that the Astoria Postwar Develop- 
ment Committce is making no cffort to croate employment, but is basing its entire 
activity upon the discovery of evcry possible unit of productive employment which 
will bring to the person engaged in it a high and satisfactory standard of living, 
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FOOD PRICES IN PORTLAND AS COMPARED TO THOSE IN THE UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics recently released a report giving focd prices on 
April 18, 1944, in 56 cities individually and also combined, This latter was assumed 


to represent the country at large. 
The prices for the United States and for Portland follow: 


United States Portland 
Aver- Range of Aver- Range of 
age Prices are Prices 


Com:odity > a 
Cents Cents Cents “Cents 





CERCALS AND BAKERY PRODUCTS: 


Cereals: 
48 «85 





Flour, wheat 
Macaroni 

Wheat cereal 
Corn flakes 
Corn meal 

Rice 

Rolled oats 
Flour, pancake 


Bakery products: 


MEATS ; 


— 


Beef: 


Veal; 


Pork: 


Lamb : 


Bread, whito 
Bread, whole wheat 
Bread, rye 
Vanilla coolcies 
Soda crackers 


Round steak 
Rib roast 
Chuck roast 
Stew meat 
Liver 
Hamburger 


Cutlets 
Roast, boned and rolled 


Chops 

Bacon, sliced 
Ham, sliced 
Ham, whole 
Salt pork 
Liver 

Sausage 
Bologna, big 


& 
Rib chops 
Poultry: 
Roasting chickens 





vy Sales tax included, 
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T/sales tax included. 





5 
United States Portland 
Aver- Range of Aver- Range of 
Commodity age Prices age Prices 
ccnshesiy ania Cents ents Cents “Cents — 
MEATS: (Continued) 
Fish: 
Salmon, pink 16 oz, can 23.9 19 #33 22.44 21 26 
Salmon, red can 43.1 31 = + 58 41.6 38 -50 
DAIRY PRODUCTS: 
Butter lb, 50.1 46 ,OT-56 49.9 49 «52 
Cheese lb. 36.2 30.6T=50 37.6 34 40 
Lilk, fresh (delivered) at, 15.6 13,0T-19,0 14,0 14,0-14,0 
Kilk, fresh (grocery) gt. 14,5 10 ,0#-20,0 14,0 14,0-14,0 
liilk, evaporated 145 02. can 10,0 8 «12 9,6 8 ll 
EGGS: ' 
Eges, fresh doZe 45.0 .29,0T-59 42.0 34 =—48 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES: 
Fresh fruits and vegetables: 
Fresh fruits; 
Apples 1b. 11,8 6 +-16,0T 10.8 9 «12 
Bananas lb. 11.2 - 9 .17,0T -- -— 
Oranges doz. 45.1 20 «73 44.7 40 50 
Grapefruit Ca.¢ 7.9 4 15 7.0 5 «ll 
Fresh vegstables; . 
Beans, green 1b. 20,5 10,0T=-29 -< -- <-- 
Cabbage _ 1b, — 546 2e0T-10 5d 4 =-7 
Carrots bunch 72 53 «15 75 5 «ll 
Lettuce head 11,1 7.OT=20 11.3 8 15 
Onions lb. ~ 969 6 25 7.5 6 «12 
Potatoes 15 1b, - 63.2 38 = #121, 5T 64.1 52 69 
Spinach 1d. 10,9 4 «#20 6.9 4 12 
Sweetpotatoes lb, 11,3 5,O0T-21 14,7 14 15 
Beets bunch 8.8 5,OT-18 -- -—_— «- 
Canned fruits and vegetables: 
Canned fruits; 
Peaches #22 can 27.3 19 «39 26.3 24 «31 
Pineapple can 27.5 220 a 43 24.9 22 =28 
Grapefruit juice #2-can 14,4 10 «21,07 15.3 13 «17 
Canned vogetables; | 
Beans, green #2 can 15.2 9,9T-19 13.6 10 <17 
Corn can 14,4 9 21 14,4 13. #17 
Peas can 13.3 9,9T=20 13.1 ll «17 
Tomatoes can 12.0 9 «18 15.2 13-18 
Soup, vegetable lloz can 13.4 9.,.0T~19,0T 14,1 12 -18 
Dried fruits and vegetables; 
Dried fruits; 
Prunes lb. 16.8 12 #24 15,3 13 -18 
Dried vegetables; | 
Navy beans lb. 10.6 6 16 11,5 9 15 
Soup, dehydrated, | 
chicken noodle oz, Se7 2.7 = 6,7 3-4 3.0- 4,0 
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United States Portland 
Awer- Range of Aver- Range of 
Com-odity ace Prices aze Priccs 
Cents Cents Cents Cents 








BEVERAGES: 
Coffee : 9.9 19 -40 39.2 25 36 
Tea 508 15 #«-36,0T 26.6 22 #30 
Cocoa. 0.0 4,0T-19 11,4 10 #13 


AND OILS: 
Lard 18,8 15,0T-25 20.7 =-25 
Shortening other than lard; 
In cartons 20.1 15 «29 21,4 -25 
In other containers 24,7 19,27-30 24.0 
Selad dressing 25.6 -38 27.9 
Oleomargarine 24.1 #3 3,0T 25.8 
reanut Butter =44 
O11, cooking or salad ; -39,8T 


SUGAR AND SVEETS: 
sugar 6.CT=-10 
Corn sirup ll = ==23 
‘olasses 8.2T#25 
Apole butter 8 25 





— 


T/salos tax included 
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COUNTY BUSINESS ACTIVITY SERIES 


Hood River County 
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l. 
Ze 


Hood River County 





Area: 529 square miles (338,560 acres) 
Population: 


A. Number: 1944 10,356 
1940 11,580 
1930 8,938 
1920 8,315 


Be Characterigticg (1940); 


l. Per cent native born white ....«.e-ecereeveeeeee0e 6 Med 
2. Per cent between 15 and 65 (potential labor reservoir) . . . 68,1 
3. Per cent living in rural areas .....eeececevecvcseeoe blot 


4. Median school years completed by persons 25 years of age 
or older: 
Qe Males .. e« 8.9 
be. Females . . 10.2 


Cities and towns of 2,500 population or over; 


1, Hood River (county geat) 1940 3,280 
1930 2,757 
1920 $8,195 


Enployment s 
A. Labor force (i.e., persons normally employed) 4,512 


1, 80.1 per cent of men over 14 included in labor force 
2. 16,9 per éent of women over 14 included in labor force 


Principal industries in which labor force is employed: 


l. Agriculture eoeeeeeete ese eee 1,341 
2. Lumbering (logging 167, sawmills 212) eee 379 
rr 247 


Agriculture (1940); 


Number of farms, ..eecseeveveveversecee 
Average size of farms. ..sseeeeeveee88¢8 
Average value of farms (land and buildings). . . 
Per cent of tenancy. ...e«-e«cececeresecevees 
Per cent of county in farms. ...s«+se¢e-eccees 
Products: Apples and pears are the most important, Other 
crops include strrwberries, cherries, miscellaneous 
vegetables, and dairy and poultry products, 
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Housing (1940): 


A. Number of dwelling wits in county 4,348 (average of 3.40 persons per 
occupied dwelling) 
1, Hood River 1,093 (average of 3,28 persons per occupied dwelling) 


B. Yer cont of dwellings occupied by owners 54 
1. Hood River 52,5 


Manufacturing (1940): 


A. Number of establishments 21 

‘Be Total value of products $1,798,728 

Ce Value added by manufacture (value of products less cost of materials, 
‘supplios, etc.) $884,716 


Trade (1939): 


‘A, Rotail: 185 establishnents with sales of $3,812,000 
1. Hood Rivcr 104 establishncnts with sales of $2,997,000 


~B. Wholesale: 23 establishments with sales of $1,479,000 


Natural Resources: 


Little is known of the mincral resources in Hood River County, Basalt 
and grovel deposits are presont, Imrmcdiatcly adjacont to the proposed indus-~ 
trialmca inside the cast city linits is a basalt dike, It is estimated that 
1,500,000 cubic yards are accossiblo from the surfacc, Timber resources of the 
county arc predominantly old growth and large sccond growth Douglas fir. Thore 
aro some stands of balsam fir and mountain homlock, Anothor resource is Colum- 
bia River fish. . 
| tit 


OREGON BUSINESS - JUNE 


Bank Debits, The total of Jume bank debits (checks charged to customers' 
bank agcounts) reported by the 89 banks and branches cooperating with the Bureau 
of Business Research was sutstantially higher than for May, It is probable that 
the Fifth War Loan wes an important factor in causing this increase, The percen- 
tage change is shown on the following table, 
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Sa 


Number of 
Banks Debits 


Reporting June 1944 
Orefon 89 


Compared with 
May 1944 


June 1943 


$684,810,633 + 48.9% 


Portland 

Lower Willamette Valley 
Upper Villemette Valley 
North Orezon Coast 
Douclas - Coos Bay 
Southern Oreron 

Upper Columbia River 
Pendleton 


25 
9 


on 


506,712,695 
39,458,053 
40,330,474 
13,148,357 

9,928,818 
17,046,276 
9 044,221 


+ 13.6 


aa 
o 


nw re 
eee 


+ 61,1 
—+- 45.2 
-+11,5 
— 2.5 
+36.9 
+17.1 
+ 22,2 
+ 22.2 


10,299,209 
8,372,708 
16 509,979 
9,594,093 
4,365,750 


ta 


Central Oregon 

Klamath Fulls - Lakeview 
Beker - La Grande 

Burns - Ontario 


QyaPhoaonp PD 
ra) 
CODON OAH~ IPO OO 
@ 
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t+++4++4+++ 
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Retail Sales, The June sales of 486 indepvendent Oregon retailers were slightly 
lower in June than in May or in June 1943. The percentage change by kind of business 
is shown in the table below; | 





Compared with 
May 1944 June 1943 


03% — 0.7% 


+ 0,1 
+ 6,7 


Oregon one 


Department Stores 

Food Stores 

Fating and Drinking 

Drug Stores 

Apparel Stores 

Motor Vehicle Dealers 
Furniture - Household - Radio 
Lumber - Building - Hardware 


PnHoon ane GS ® > 
e 
NOON A OW HN 


trl} t+ 


The percentage change by marketing area is shown below: 


Compared with 
May 1944 June 1943 


Oregon — 4.3% —- 0.7% 
Portland 

Lower Willamette Valley 

Upper Willamette Valley _. 

North Orezon Coast 

Douglas - Coos Bay 

Southern Oregon 

Upper Columbia River and Pendlcton 

Central Oregon and Klamath Falls - Lakeviow 
Baker «= La Grande - Burns - Ontario 


Sel — 0.6 
5.0 —+ 20,1 


> +l ++ 
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Building Perm its ° 


shown below: 


New Residential 





Astoria 

Bend 

Eugene 
Klemath Fells 
Medford 
Portland 
Salem 


Remainder of State 


Total 


New Non-Residential 





Astoria 

Bend 

Eugene 
Klamath Falls 
Medford 
Portland 
Salem 


Remainder of State 


Total 


Building permits for 47 identical cities and towns are 


June 1944 


200 

200 
24,800 
151,000 
5,500 
135,550 
no report 
83 ,500 


598,750 


4,500 

100 

8,750 
none 
1,300 
151,420 
no report 
53,470 


219,540 


Additions, Alterations, ond Repairs 





Astoria 

Bend 

Eugene 
Klamath Falls 
Medford 
Portland 
Salem 


Remainder of State 


Total 


GRAND TOTAL 


5,560 

900 
17,883 
9,295 
2,950 
186 , 845 
no report 
53,386 


276,819 


$ 895,109 


May 1944 


none 
none 
55,900 
none 
none 
328,450 
8,300 
184,945 


572,595 


6 ,000 
4,000 
815 
none 
9,600 
286,975 
5,155 
103 ,306 


415,851 


13,700 


8,500 
11,120 
7,525 
3,085 
157,325 
8,082 
52,566 


261,903 


$1,250,349 


June 1943 


none 

none 

none 

none 

none 
1,128,850 
no report 
231,320 


1,560,170 


150 

100 

3,295 
none 
86,175 
272,075 
no report 
6,201 


567,996 


$ 56,550 
2,490 

15 ,028 
5,130 
3,345 
212,210 
no report 
52,151 


546 ,904 


$2,074,970 
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